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Students from the Mother tongue classes, reading a group 
poem about the changes in the spring season. 
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Arzo Naubahar, ACAA communication 
officer and a women’s right activist was 
leading the event, and was very successful 
in keeping the audience engaged.  
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Joan Ruddock MP speaking at 
Afghanistan New Year 21/03/10 
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Sir Steve Bullock Mayor of Lewisham 
speaking at the New Year Celebration in 
Lewisham 21/03/10 

 

ACAA Celebrated Nowruz Sunday March 21st 2010 in 
Lewisham.  
 

Nowruz (	���� , ‘New Day’, New Year) 
Nowruz marks the first day of spring and the beginning of the Afghanistan, Iran, Tajikistan and some 
other countries calendar year. It is celebrated on the day of the astronomical vernal equinox, which 
usually occurs on March 21. 
  
In 2009 Nowruz was officially registered on the UNESCO List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by the UN’s Inter-
governmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Heritage; and in 2010 it was recognized by the UN's General 
Assembly,� which described it as a spring festival of Persian origin 
and some other nations which has been celebrated for over 3,000 
years. ACAA celebrated Nowruz at the Power-league Sports ground 
in Catford. It was a clear day with sunshine and blue skies. The hall 
was decorated with flowers, paper chains, banners, balloons, and a 
beautiful haft sin table honouring the rebirth and new life of spring, 
with burning candles, live goldfish and fresh fruits.  
Guests arrived to live traditional music. Once settled in, Arzo 
Naubahar ACAA volunteer welcomed everyone and introduced Dr 
Nasimi as the first speaker.  
 
Dr Nasimi reported on ACAA’s achievements in the past year and 
described plans for the coming year, beginning with the launch of the 
Khorasan Sports Foundation on Sunday 4th April.   
 
Giving his Nowruz speech in Farsi and English, Dr. Nasimi joked that 
being able to do so for the first time without a script showed his own 
progress as a beneficiary of ACAA. Dr Nasimi then introduced Joan 
Ruddock MP, a long-term supporter of the organization.  
On this occasion, Joan spoke about the richness of culture she had 
seen during visits to Afghanistan. She also praised the good work 
she had seen on visits to ACAA's supplementary school, saying she 
was especially glad to see a new confidence amongst the women she 
had discussed issues with on her most recent visit earlier this month. 
 
In finishing her speech, Ms Ruddock emphasized the need for 
members of the community to learn English to secure their 
economic futures. She also encouraged the community to participate 
in UK democracy, in particular by using their right to vote in the 
coming national election. The Mayor of Lewisham Sir Steve 
Bullock was next to speak. Sir Steve, also a long time supporter of 
the organization, described ACAA as an example of successful 
Diaspora community “self-help” and as the model of everything a 
community organization should be. 
 
Following the Mayor, Professor Mohammad Saied former 
Kabul University Lecturer speaking in Farsi, explained the 
historical origins of Nowruz and described its importance to 
the cultural heritage of Afghanistan and Central 
Asia. Professor Saied spoke forcefully of the need for 
continued freedom to celebrate Nowruz and for it to be 



Beautiful haft sin table honouring the rebirth and new life of 
spring, with burning candles, live goldfish and fresh fruits 

�������	�
����
�
�������
����������������������
������������ ���������� 
�
�!"
����#$� 
%&'(����)*+������ �	���
����������� 
�����
����%&������ 

��������+
����,��������,��-�
� �,��
.��������� 
����  
 

A group of social activists standing by the Haft Seen table showing their 
gratitude for the New Year�celebration 
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Young and talented singers Khatera Naubahar and Mohammad 
Nassim Quaderi Director of Balkh Music Centre at New Year  

event in Lewisham ‘’21st March 2010’’ 
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protected from the influence of political and religious leaders seeking to erase it from the present 
day cultural life of Afghanistan.� Members of the community and children from the 
Supplementary School then read poems looking forward to the New Year.  
The 200 guests enjoyed a traditional 
Uzbekistani meal of rice and lamb before 
the event closed with music and dancing.  
Finally, we gave our thanks to everyone 
who attended and for making the 
celebration so enjoyable and peaceful. 
We would also like to thank PC Sam 
Costello, Michelle Narciso, Mr Grant 
Kubler, Miss Irena, and Mrs. Fariba for 
their beautiful decoration of the haft sin 
table and the hall. Finally, extra special 
thanks to Joan Ruddock and Sir Steve 
Bullock for giving us their time on a 
Sunday.  We also gave our gratitude to 
all the volunteers who work so hard 
teaching at the ESOL, Citizenship and 
our supplementary school and helping us 
in our office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Ivan Lewis�Minister of State for Foreign 
& Commonwealth Affairs 
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Networking Reception to celebrate Afghanistan New 
Year, NOWRUZ Hosted by: 
 

Ivan Lewis� Minister of � State for Foreign & Commonwealth Affairs� and� His Excellency 
Homayoun Tandar Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan�Monday 22nd March 
2010�from �uvHww – 19.00 

 
On Monday 22nd March, Dr. Nooralhaq Nasimi attended the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office Nowruz Networking 
Reception, as a guest of Ivan Lewis, Minister of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, and His Excellency 
Homayoun Tandar, Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan in UK. 
 
Ivan Lewis gave a short presentation highlighting progress 
made in the nine years since the removal of the Taliban in 
2001: 7 million children (a third of them girls) now attending 
school, 80% of people having access to healthcare, improved 
security and the beginnings of small industries.  
He also spoke of areas where improvement is needed, 
particularly in overcoming corruption.  
 
The minister called on President Karzai to take clear and decisive action towards implementing 
accountability and transparency in national government.  
 
Ivan Lewis finished by expressing his sincere appreciation to all those British soldiers who have 
lost their lives in Afghanistan and offering his condolences to their families. After the 
presentations, guests came together to discuss Afghanistan’s prospects for the coming year and 
share ideas on how to support London’s Afghanistan Diaspora. 
 
Meanwhile, Dr Nooralhaq Nasimi had been interviewed by a British Broadcasting Service about 
Britain’s involvement in Afghanistan, what his views were and what he wanted to see in 2010. 
Dr. Nasimi expressed his many thanks for the continued support from the UK and international 
community and the progress has been made in many areas within 9 years in Afghanistan.  He 
acknowledges the millions of children going to School compared before 2001 where only few 
schools were open which was only for boys.  
 
Dr. Nasimi appreciated the changes in education, improving democracy, having Freedom of 
expression, freedom of religious, access to health centres, building new roads and many other 
good things. However he also showed his concern to the international community about poverty, 
unemployment and corruption in government, attention should be drawn to these important 
aspects, otherwise misunderstanding and further distance will be drawn among the people of 
Afghanistan and the International community.  
 
Dr Nasimi Khorasani also added that the international community presence in Afghanistan will 
not only benefit the people of Afghanistan but also the peace and stability worldwide.  However 
this can only be possible, if the views of the citizens are taken on board and the present 
Anarchism within the Afghanistan government ends, while the process of building 
institutionalisation of democracy should begin in Afghanistan.  
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Networking at New Year reception at FCO  
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